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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed January 9, 2007 have been fully considered but they 

are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Tomoika is simply silent on several key claim 
limitations, and thus cannot anticipate the claimed invention. Namely, applicant 
argues that Tomoika: 1 ) does not disclose assigning an event and event 
identifier (applicant's remarks, page 3, last paragraph), 2) does not disclose 
storage of an event identifier and an event trigger (applicant's remarks, page 4, 
first paragraph), 3) does not disclose registering interests of at least one other 
event in a second table wherein the second table stores a procedure to execute 
for the event trigger (applicant's remarks, pages 4-5), and 4) does not disclose 
executing the procedure as claimed. However, applicant makes these 
arguments without providing an explicit or even contextual definition of what is 
meant by the term "event", and subsequently event identifiers, event triggers, and 
event related procedures, to establish differences between the claimed invention 
and the Tomoika reference. Therefore applicant's arguments fail to comply with 
37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(b) because they amount to a general allegation that the claims 
define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language 
of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. 
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To clarify the examiner's position in the instant office action, the examiner 
has relied upon the definition of "event" as provided by applicant's originally filed 
specification, namely page 10, lines 18-21, which essentially states an event is 
any type of program or selectable information listed in, or accessible through, an 
electronic program guide. Given this definition of what constitutes an event, 
Tomoika meets the aforementioned claim limitations (1-4, above) in the following 
manner: 

1 ) Events are programs listed in the program guide, and are thus 
associated with, and identified, via program name information (Tomoika, col. 20, 
lines 11-24). 

2) As mentioned, the event identifier is the program's name, and the 
event trigger is the new variation data, such as a new displacement value 
specifying a new starting or end time (Tomoika, col. 20, lines 1 1-24 and lines 45- 
65). 

3) The second table is the management data which performs the 
necessary processing upon identification of an event trigger. As shown in the 
provided example, if an event trigger is the extension of a program by 15 
minutes, then the management data, having the "interests" of other events 
stored, namely their relationship to said program, also is programmed with the 
procedure to execute upon receiving said event trigger, said procedure being 
adjustment of the start and end times of subsequent programming (Tomoika, col. 
20, lines 45-65). 
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4) Execution of the procedure, as described above, is the adjustment of 
start and end times of subsequent programming in response to the "event 
trigger", or indication of a new start or end time of a particular program, identified 
by its "event identifier", or program name (Tomoika, col. 20, lines 45-65). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2). 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tomoika et al. (6,606,748, of record) [Tomoika]. 

Regarding claims 19, 23, and 27, Tomoika discloses a method, system, 



and computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium for 
synchronizing and propagating changes to an event comprising: 

assigning means for assigning an event an event identifier (fig. 1 , which 
collects the program guide data and parses it into individually accessible portions 
of event data, referred to as "framework data" and "variation data", col. 9 line 66 



- col. 10 line 45); 
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first registering means for registering said event in a first table (the first 
table is the aforementioned "variation data", col. 14, lines 35-45 and col. 20, lines 
28-30) wherein said first table stores the event identifier and an event trigger (col. 
20, lines 11-24); 

second registering means for registering interests of another event in a 
second table (creation of the management data in the management data storage 
section, col. 1 1 , lines 1-15 and col. 18, lines 47-67) wherein said second table 
stores a procedure to execute for said event trigger (such as for program shifts, if 
a first program is lengthened by an amount, subsequent programs on the same 
channel must then be altered accordingly, col. 20, lines 45-65); 

changing means for changing said event wherein said change generates 
an event trigger (col. 18, lines 24-31 , new variation data is a change to one or 
more event, and will include an event trigger generated by the information 
provider regarding the changes, col. 20, lines 1 1-24 and 45-65); 

first inspecting means for inspecting said first table to identify said event 
trigger for said generated event trigger (fig. 2, which includes means for 
inspecting the variation data storage section 12B); 

second inspecting means for inspecting said second table for said 
procedure to execute upon identifying said event trigger for said event identifier 
(fig. 2, which includes means for inspecting the management data storage 
section 12C); and 
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executing means for executing said procedure to change one of said other 
events in response to identifying said procedure upon inspecting said second 
table (col. 20, lines 45-65). 

Regarding claims 20 and 24, Tomoika discloses the method and system 
of claims 19 and 23, wherein said first inspecting means uses said event 
identifier (to identify the even being changed, such as the duration of a particular 
movie, col. 20, lines 45-65). 

Regarding claims 21 and 25, Tomoika discloses the method and system 
of claims 19 and 23, wherein said second inspecting means uses said event 
identifier and said event trigger (in the case of an extended movie, the movie 
itself is recognized by the second means in addition to the value by which its 
duration is being extended, col. 20, lines 45-65, when being manipulated 
according to the management data, col. 19, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claims 22 and 26, Tomoika discloses the method and system 
of claims 19 and 23, wherein execution of said procedure modifies a data model 
(the program guide seen in fig. 5, wherein the changes taking place are shown in 
fig. 4). 



Conclusion 
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4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



5. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). The certification may be included with 
all correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of 
mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in 
such communication being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual actually 
depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information 
and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course 
of business by another no later than the date indicated. 
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Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Fax No. ( ) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning 
facsimile transmissions and mailing, respectively. 



Application/Control Number: 09/725,792 



Art Unit: 2623 



Page 9 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic D. Saltarelli whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 
6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



